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I. MINIMUM WAGE RATES 


This section contains particulars of weighted average minimum weekly and 
hourly wage rates for adult males and adult females for Australia and each State, 
together with index numbers with base : year 1954 = 100. 


2 The minimum wage is the lowest rate payable for a particular occupation, 
and for most occupations it comprises the basic wage (see page 12) and "secondary" 
wage payments, i.e. additional amounts such as margins for skill, etc., and loadings 
of various kinds. In the majority of cases such rates are prescribed in awards or 
determinations of Commonwealth or State industrial authorities or in agreements 
registered with them. Some rates are prescribed in unregistered agreements between 


employers and employees. 


3. The Minimum Wage Rate Index is based on the occupation structure existing 
in 1954. Weights for each industry and each occupation were derived from two sample 
surveys made in that year. The first was the Survey of Awards in April 1954, which 
showed the number of employees covered by individual awards, determinations and 
agreements, and provided employee weights for each industry as well as a basis fox 
the Survey of Award Occupations made in November 1954. This second survey showed 
the number of employees in each occupation within selected awards, etc., in the 
various industries, thereby providing occupation weights. 


4. The minimum wage rates used in the index are for representative occupations 
within each industry. They have been derived entirely from representative awards, 
determinations and agreements in force at the end of each period commencing with 

March 1939 for adult males and March 1951 for adult females. The index for adult males 
includes rates for 3,415 award designations. However, as some of these designations 
are operative within more than one industry, or in more than one State, the total 
number of individual award occupations is 2,313. For adult females the corresponding 
numbers are 1,100 and 515. By use of the industry and occupation weights derived 

from the surveys described above, these rates were combined to give weighted averages 
for each industry group for each State and Australia. Because of coverage difficulties 
the rural industry is not included in the index. | 


De Because the indexes are designed to measure movements in prescribed 
minimum rates of "wages" as distinct from "salaries", those awards, etc. which relate 
solely or mainly to salary-earners are excluded. 


6. In ascertaining from awards, etc., the wage rates for representative 
occupations, it was found in some cases that an occupation selected as representative 
in the base year (1954) did not exist in earlier years. In such cases another 
occupation with the same marginal rate of wage was chosen from the same award and 
variations in the wage rates for this occupation were taken to be representative for 
the earlier period. 


Te Since 1954 the industrial structure in Australia, and particularly in some 
States, has been undergoing a degree of change which over a period is likely to have 
some effects on the index. Generally the effect of new or expanding industries on 
the index'is not significant, because occupations in such industries can usually be 
covered by existing awards, and the wage rates for the new occupations conform very 
closely to those for existing occupations. Occasionally, however, an entirely new 
award is made to cover a new industry, and in such cases occupations from the new 
award are introduced into the index whenever such action is warranted by the number 
of employees in the industry. By these means it has been possible for the occupa- 
tions in the index to be kept, as nearly as may be, continuously representative and 
for a high degree of comparability to be preserved over a long period. 


Se Weighted averages of the components of the minimum weekly wage raté, 
i.e. basic wage, margin and loading, are calculated separately for adult male 
employees covered by Commonwealth awards, etc., and for those covered by State 
awards, etc. 
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These particulars are published in Tables 3 and 4 of this bulletin. 
Relevant definitions are as follows:- 


"Commonwealth awards, etc." include awards of, or agreements registered with, 
the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission, and determinations 
of the Commonwealth Public Service Arbitrator. 


"State Awards, etc." include awards or determinations of, or agreements 
registered with, State industrial tribunals, together with certain unregis- 
tered agreements, where these are dominant in the particular industries to 
which they refer. 


"Basic wage" rates are weighted averages of the weekly rates prescribed in 
-awards, etc., for the occupations included in the index for each State. For 
industries other than mining, metropolitan basic wage rates have generally 
been used. However, there are a number of occupations for which basic wage 
rates other than the metropolitan rate are prescribed. Also in some States 
at various times, State Government employees under Commonwealth awards have 
been paid State basic wage rates, and the basic wage rates of some employees 

have been subject to automatic quarterly adjustments while those of other 
employees within the same jurisdiction have remained unchanged. In all such 
cases the basic wage rate actually paid is used in tables herein. For these 
and other reasons, the weighted average basic wage rates shown in the tables 
in this section differ, in the majority of cases, from the metropolitan basic 
wage rates shown in Tables 11 and 12 of Section II. 


"Margins" are minimum amounts, in addition to the basic wage, awarded to 
particular classifications of employees for features attaching to their work 
such as skill, experience, arduousness or other like factors. 


"Loadings" include industry loadings and other general loadings prescribed in 
awards, etc. for the occupations included in the index. lLoadings, etc. that 
are not applicable to all workers in a specified award occupation (for example, 
those payable because of length of service; working in wet, dirty or confined 
places; excess fares incurred due to location of building site) are not 
included in the minimum wage rate index. 


9. The proportion of employees covered by Commonwealth and State awards, 
etc., varies considerably as between States. In addition, the proportions of 
employees engaged in the respective industries differ from State to State. Asa 
result there are relatively wide differences between the weighted average amounts 
of margins and loadings in the several States. 


uieye The wage rates shown in the tables in this section should not be regarded 
as actual current averages, but as indexes expressed in money terms, indicative of 
trends. Neither the wage rates nor the corresponding index numbers measure the 
relative level of minimum wages as between States. 


ele Minimum weekly wage rates for adult males should not be compared with 
average weekly earnings per employed male unit shown in Section III, because the 
latter include the actual earnings of all wage earners and salaried employees 
(whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, casual, etc.) in all industries. 
The figures of earnings are quarterly or annual averages and include, in addition 
to wages and salaries at award, etc. rates, overtime earnings, over-award and bonus 
payments, and payments made in advance or retrospectively during the periods 
specified. 


Ves Wage rates and index numbers for adult males are available as at the end 
of each quarter from March 1939 to December 1956 and as at the end of each month 
from January 1957. Particulars for adult females are compiled quarterly and are 
available from March 1951. For details of wage rates and index numbers from 1939 
reference should be made to the following Statistical Bulletin: - 


S.B. 484 - Minimum Wage Rates, March 1939 to June 1965. Figures subsequent 
to June 1965 will be found in the monthly bulletins, Wage Rates and Earnings, 
commencing with the June 1966 issue. 


3. In some cases, when awards, etc. are varied, the new wage rates are made 
retrospective. Also there is generally an unavoidable, and sometimes considerable, 
delay in the receipt of notification of changes in margins and loadings in respect of 
the occupations included in the index. Such retrospective, etc. effects on figures 
already published for recent months are generally incorporated in revisions made at 
the time of publication of detailed special Statistical Bulletins (see paragraph 12) 
Figures for July 1965 and subsequent months are subject to revision. 





5, 
- MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES = 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MARCH 1967 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations, etc.; and index numbers of wage rates. 





TABLE 1 


Industry Group 





eee eee eens geen ae 



































Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing = 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. 42.35 | 42.44 | 43.68 44.34 | 42.56 































Textiles, Clothing and Footwear | 41.66 | 41.27 | 41-51 40 42 




















































Food, Drink and Tobacco 42.78 | 44.28 | 43.00 AQ 20a Se > 
Sawmnilling, Furniture, etc. AS.Os0 ladtee2 We4c.05 41.61 | 42.12 
Paper, Printing, etc. A6.11 | 46.65 | 48.48 43.47 | 46-54 
Other Manufacturing A296 dees 9 4 tele 42.12] 42.50 
All Manufacturing Groups AQetar ll eaceOe| 45619 | 42.94 | 42.73 
Building and Construction 44.48 | 47.34 | 42.74 44.68 | 44.94 
Railway Services Dore eel OO Mina ene a 44.19 | 42.29 
Road and Air Transport 45.20 | 43.51 | 40.18 NAVA (8) eel 18 
Shipping and Stevedoring 42.68 | 42.98 | 42.39 AoA baiasor 
Communication 54.00 | 50st a aO.o4 4 50652 lbooet> 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 43.58 | 43-74 | 43.40 43.79 | 43.48 





Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 

Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 

All Industry Groups (c) 





42.19 Neate 





43.05 





43-95 


42.35 
| 43.96 | 

















40.72 
43.76 


40.32 
ABN! 


40.04 
43.73 








INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 







Mining and Quarrying (b) 188.2 146.8 15607 
































































































Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, 
etc. 149.9 148.5 156.9 {150.6 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear | 147.5 74265 143.1 1146.4 
Food, Drink and Tobacco hase 144.2 149.4 115207 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. RAS 147.2 1A eS t 
Paper, Printing, etc. 163.2 1639 153.9 |164.7 
Other Manufacturing 15261 148.8 149.1 |150-4 
All Manufacturing Groups Suse: 148.4 15260 145 too 
Building and Construction 150s > 1566 159ee 919961 
Railway Services 15256 146.8 156.4 |149.7 
Road and Air Transport 160.0 148.7 156s todet 
Shipping and Stevedoring 154 15S 149.0 {151-1 
Communication 1e0e5 11Siee 178.1 1179.6 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 15463 149.8 155-0 |153.9 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services 15520 146.7 160.60 11521 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 149.9 139.22 TAA 1 tool 
All Industry Groups (c) 155.6 150.5 15409 |154.5 


‘ 


a) See paragraph 10, page 4.  (b For mining, the wage rates ‘include lead bonuses 
etc. (c) Excludes rural. 
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TABLE 2. - MINIMUM LY WAGE RATES = ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as es ieee in htc BT ae SIONS etc.3; and ee numbers of wage rates. 





(a) Excludes rural. 





See paragraph 10, page 4. 





ee See I ON aR NC MLO RN TE 


December - 
1939 9.83 
1945 12.06 
1955 292 [0 
1960 Bole, 
1962 36.66 
1963 BGS. 
1964 39.65 
1965 AOw74 
1966 42.99 
1966 March 40.81 
April 40.86 
May AlkoOe 
June 44.208 
July 42.82 
August 42.87 
September 42.91 
October 42.96 
November 42.96 
December 42.99 
1967 January 43.52 
February 43.56 
March 43.66 
INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 
December - 
1939 32.6 34.8 
1945 40.9 42.7 
1955 104.0 1052 
1960 124.5 | 12507 
1962 F202 eo. 
1963 (D2 eC ml een 
1964 140.5 | 140.4 
1965 (44,2 | 444.3 
1966 15 26G Cloeec 
1966 March 144.6 | 144.5 
April 1451 144.7 
May (25a lol piace 
June VWAaiere 14504 
July i520 Dlele 
August Teed (oitteo 
September 152.8 | 151.9 
October SYace/ sim oreo 
November SZ Gs) MPN USE| 
December 152.9 | 152ec2 
1967 January 154-4 [54.0 
February 154-7 | 1D462 
March 154-9 | 154.5 


lie 
TABLE 3, - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT MALES (a 
COMPONENTS OF WAGE RATE ($) 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding 
overtime), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 


Commonwealth Awards, etc. State Awards, etc. Lee 










Load-= 


State on Mar- |Load-= Total eal Mar-~ Basic| Mar- Tot 
= gin | ing sty gin gin | ing otal 
28 FEBRUARY 1967 











43.96 
43.03 
43.88 
42.90 
46.35 
43.38 
43.50 


33.36 110.00 









e 


BSD ah FP IS 
e 
InNOwWR OANA OI 







© 


ating CO ae GO) 














31 MARCH 1967 
9.47 | "43.96 

















N.S.W. 43.98 | 9:47 | 0.97 | 43-94 | 33.42 

Vic. 43.04 1On Om isOOMea an Odeo cette 43.51 
Qld 43.88 10.02 | 0.89 | 43.70 | 32.62 43.73 
SoA. 42.92 . ToTT | 1-48] 41.56] 32.34 42.51 
WoAw 46.35 | 33.50| 9-24} 0.71] 43.45 | 33-43 43.79 
Tas. 9.15 43.38 ° 9.34] 1-61; 44.34 | 33.29 43.76 
Aust. 9-95 43.52] 33.13} 9°70} 0.98} 43.81 | 33-02 | 43.66 


x) Excludes rural. See paragraph 10, page 4. For definitions see paragraph 8, page 4. 
b) The basic wage rates shown are weighted averages, and therefore differ from the metro- 
politan rates shown in Tables 11 and 12. See explanation, page 4. 


~ MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES: ADULT MALES, AUSTRALIA (a 
COMPONENTS OF WAGE RATE ($ 


Weighted averages of minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as prescribed in awards, determinations and agreements. 





TABLE 4, 





Commonwealth Awards, etc. | ~ State Awards, etc. All Awards, etc. 


oe ie -" Sete: = et ie 7 
Wage Mer Load Total] Wage Mar Load Total Basic Mar Load Total 
b gin | ing b gin | ing Wage | gin | ing 


December 








NOTE. 





For footnotes see Table 3 above. 





1939 1272 9,98| 8.07| 1.72 9.83 
1945 1.93 12.06 : 
1952 5227 29.70 
1960 TO Sano 1e) © 
1962 Tele 36,83 | 29.12 | 7.03 36.66 
1963 7.89 BT olalmegdeoulet et. SW G el, 
1964 8.09 39.76 | 30.99 | 7.96 39.65 
1965 8.96 41.07 | 31-12 |8.90 10.72 | 40.74 
1966 9.16 9.16 |0.81 | 42.99 
1966 March 8.98 41.20 | 31.15 | 8.93 |0.73 | 40.81 
April 9.200 ale Poven) Shalala elec il Olay es 40.86 

J May 9.00 Ate SCo | ies poso | Os (alate 
June 9.00 9.02 |0.15 41.08 

July . 43.05 | 32.97 |9.06 10-79 | 42.82 

Aug. G3614 135600 : Ono 42.07 

Sept. 43021 : 0.81 | 42.91 
Oct. ABeeoloowOe Once raieege 

Nov. A 0.82 |42.96 

Dec. 43. 0.81 142.99 
. 1967 Jan. 43. 0-60 143252 
Feb. Nae 0.80 143.56 

j March Ae 0.80 | 43.66 


or 





TABLE 5. - MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES ; ADULT MALES (a) 


INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MARCH 1967 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


Industry Group 





Mining and Quarrying (b) 
Manufacturing = 

Engineering, Metals, 

Vehicles, etc. 

Textiles, Clothing and 

Footwear 

Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 

Paper, Printing, etc. 

Other Manufacturing 

All Manufacturing Groups 
Building and Construction 
Railway Services 
Road and Air Transport 
Communication | 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 

Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
service, etc. 


RATES OF WAGE (Cents) 


105.88 


104%. 15 
TON eos 
107057 
yn aed | 
107 640 
106.85 
falotiere 
107.00 
113200 
ALC i 
108.96 


Pieees 


105.88 
110.72 


106.10 


103-17 
110.70 
403204 
11680 
106.07 
106.78 
118.34 
100 +35 
108.78 


| 126.87 


109.435 
11050) 


100679 


134.86 | 108.06 | 137626 


109% 20 


103077 
107 «49 
105.607 
121.420 
104 031 
107 «96 
106.86 
108 .87 
100.45 
125.84 
108.50 


1084 28 


100» 10 
109-49 


103.65 


104.89 


100.63 
10185 
103-98 
145.16 
104.88 
110.61 
103269 
105201 
Vel ete 
105.78 


105.63 


98.232 
106.434 


117-02 


110.25 


104.96 
108.86 
(eel 
104.09 
108.43 
112.94 
103.89 
111439 
126.59 
108.43 


105.90 


101.75 


110.66 


110.84 


101.05 
105.50 
104.03 
108,68 
10539 
107 «37 
141671 
440.47 
110.24 
127.08 
109.47 


115-420 


101.80 
109472 















106.39 


103.42 
107 93 
105-31 
116.50 
106.30 
106.85 
112.36 
105 «76 
109.26 
126.98 
108.69 


109.88 


102.65 


All Industry Groups (c) 108490 






INDEX NUMBERS 


(Base ; Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 


Caer UR rere CS CN ER _ E T  A eee  P 


146.5 































Mining and Quarrying (b) 190-6 |15267 | 19440 181.8 
Manufacturing - 
Engineering, Metals, 
Vehicles, etc. 149.6 | 149.9 | 154.3 1AGee 150.3 
Textiles, Clothing and 
Footwear 147.2 |145.8 | 146.6 | 142.2 146.1 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 15103 {156.4 | 151.9 | 1439 1520) 
Sawmilling, Furniture, etc. 152.0 | 145.6 | 148.5 | 145.9 148.8 
Paper, Printing, etc. 162.9 165.0 1143 1636 164.6 
Other Manufacturing 1151-7 | 14959 | 147-4 | 148.9 150.2 
All Manufacturing Groups 15450 | 15O0eGul toceoo 140ec 151-0 
Building and Construction 15701 | 167e2 | 15760 | 156.3 158.8 
Railway Services 152.3 | 14%-8 | 15369 | 146.5 149.4 
Road and Air Transport 15927 15a 141.9 | 1454 154.4 
Communication 480.2 |179e3 | 77728 | 17906 1794 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 154.0 | 15405 | 153.3 | M925 153.6 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 
Community and Business Services | 158.3 156.2 Saco 149.3 159.05 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal 
Service, etc. 149.6 | 142.4 | 14164 | 13869 145.0 
All Industry Groups (c) 15566 | 153-9 | 154.8 | 150.3 








154-5 





(a) See paragraph 10, page 4. 
(c) Excludes rural, and shipping and stevedoring. The former is not included in the 


Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite particulars for the computation of 
hourly wage rates are not available. - 





TABLE 6. 


9. 


- MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES : 








ADULT MALES, ALL GROUPS (a 


Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 




















Tas. Aust. 




















December ~- 
1939 22.03 22.91 Cine 2262 UlNeOo5) | eeeece 
1945 27.54 27.19 26.43 PAB a eS S| ea le lsy 
1955 74.06 | 71,02 | 71.40 | 75.42 | 73.71 | 74.47 
1960 87.57 87.79 | 85.61 | 89.89 | 88.08 | 88.92 
1962 91.01 | 90.00 | 89.23 | 91.77 | 91.42 | 91.80 
1963 93.09 92.59 91.07 94.09 93.40 | 94.01 
1964 98.78 98.15 96.81 97-37 | 99.46 | 99, 28 
1965 100.95 |104.35 | 98.78 | 101.57 | 102.0} | 102.02 
1966 107001 | 109.02 | 104.43 | 108.80 | 108.30 | 107.67 
1966 March 101.02 | 104.36 98.97 | 102.90 | 102.43 | 102.21 
April 10d cA Odea 98.99 | 102.98 | 102.78 | 102.32 
May (O1e26u) 1Oteoe 99.00 | 103.65 | 102.78 | 102.75 
June 101.29 | 107.32 9.00 | 105.54 | 102.89 | 102.88 
July 406.70 | 108.30 | 104.11 | 106.29 | 108.08 | 107.22 
August 106675 | 108.35 | 104-22 | 107.77 | 108.18 | 107.36 
September 106677 | 108.72 | 104-31 | 108.05 | 108.22 | 107.46 
October 106-88 | 108.92 | 104.41 108.73 | 108.30 | 107.59 
November 106.88 | 108.96 | 104.42 | 108.74 | 108.30 | 107.60 
December 107.01 109.02 | 104.43 108.80 els sOl 1) GON A St 
1967 January 108.84 | 109.43 | 105.87 | 109-15 | 109.35 | 108.98 
February 108.86 | 109.49 | 106.30 ee 109.57 | 109.09 
March 108.90 | 109.49 | 106.34 | 109.86 | 109.72 | 109232 

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 

December ~ 
1939 3264 30.0 32.0 29.6 Siler 
1945 38.4 37.4 aCe] 3723 38.9 
1955 100.4 | 100.9 | 106.6 | 104.2] 105.3 
~ 1960 124.1 121750 | 1271 124.5} 125.7 
1962 12722 126.1 | 129.7 129.2] 129.8 
1963 130.9 128.7 133.0 3220-29 
1964 138.7 136.8 leWirle 140.6 | 140.3 
1965 14725 139.6 1435.6 144.3 144.2 
1966 15461 147.6 153.8 ‘Sonnet eee 
1966 March 147-5 139.9 145.4 144.8 144.5 
April A Ateeag 139.9 145.6 145.3] 144.6 
May ‘(ulod 1399 146.5 145.3| 145.2 
June Site 13909 | 14902 12564 145.4 
July 15364 fAdiee 150-2 ote he or AC 
August 15a ee 147.3 1523 152,9| 151.8 
Sept ember Seat 147 4 15267 153.0] 151.9 
October 154.0 147 AO 15351 Toe NA 1. 
November 154.0 TAT 36 oped 1B ial 15 eet 
December 15den 14726 ipsiols 15S 15eee 
1967 January 154.7 149.6 154.3 154.6] 15401 
February 154.6 150.3 1546 154.9] 154.2 
March 154.8 150.3 1553 Neca) sores 


a See paragraph NO} page A. 





former is not included in the Minimum Wage Rate Index and for the latter definite 
particulars for the computation of hourly wage rates are not available. 








TABLE 7. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MARCH 1967 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time), as Booger Eee in vileh re ee sede and index numbers of swage rates. 



















| fas. 


Industry Group 


Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 31.36 29.91 ‘ 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 29.31] 28.87 29.08 
Food, Drink and Tobacco Bede nega (o BO 10 
Other Manufacturing ' 31.02} 29.81 1 30.39 
All Manufacturing Groups 30.39 | 29.30 29.76 
Transport and Communication 34.121 33.05 1 33,67 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 33.92 | 32.89 Behe 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 


Community and Business Services 34.27 che 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal Service, etc. 30. es ope 2ya 
All Industry Groups (b)_ oe Au 5.51 


INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 


= py REC PC RE TR) SOC Oe eet 22 Bee ee pew Pee See ee pre ay Pee ee EE een 


150.2 1149.2 1144.3 [154.3 150.5 115361 
TAD SO HID eae Olli aoe eis Worse] 
(AG AaOee AAO NA i> 45550115166 
149.7 1153-6 1145.9 1150.6 144.5 1152.6 
147.11148.5 1445.5 1129.5 143.5 [149.4 
Ose TOCe) Floss Iai Teo Ooo Occs 
Dani SHlASy hisislod/ ableeine: ismia ui mlerias 


1 iel 115607 154.3 1153.3 166.6 1164.3 
15 [5.7 139.8 }158.4 147-2 ]15161 
HESS Fine Cs MGs Fleas aibiens ie 
; Mining and quarrying; and 


Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 

Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Other Manufacturing 
All Manufacturing Groups 

Transport and Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal Service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (b) 

a) See paragraph 10, page A b) Excludes rura 
building and SonnarOmion, 








TABLE 8. - MINIMUM WEEKLY WAGE RATES : ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


Weighted average minimum weekly rates payable for a full week's work (excluding over- 
time » as prescribed in | awards , determinations, ebCo5 and index numbers of wage rates. 


Tes. | vies | 


"RATES OF WAGE ($) 











































December 1951 mee 16.12 | 
1963 26.08 | 26.17 26.69 
1964 Poy | 20415 28.34 
1965 28.46 29.15 29 09 
1966 March 28.47 29315 29.12 
June 28.47 29.87 29.21 
September 30.02 BOeo2 30.61 
December 30.05 30.46 30.67 “y 





1967 March 30.51 30.62 | 29.00 | 31.11 | 29.93 | 31.08 ' 
INDEX NUMBERS < 
(Base : Weighted Average Weekly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) eee 7 

December 1951 | | 81.0 85.6 
1963 Wain a 134.1 » 
1964 VA: 142.3 : 

1965 146.4 146.1 

1966 March 146.4 14653 
June 150-0 146.7 ' 
September lipeeo 153.8 ' 
December 15320 A, . 

1967 March 153.8 15661 





(a) See paragraph Tor page 4. Exclades rural; ee and pallaine 
and construction. p 





shale 
MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES ;: ADULT FEMALES (a 
INDUSTRY GROUPS, 31 MARCH 1967 


TABLE 





Weighted average minimum hourly rates payable and index numbers of hourly rates. 


- Industry Group 


15. 01]74.30 qar 85 76.84174.95 
TesOlUeCetolioele | 4eOnOegg 
VASO Cl TeeOliecOl Maes all tess 
7463] 76049| 72.90! 74-98] 71295 
73229|73-96|72049| 7444/7145 
87 09} 88.74 | 86.90 | 89.92) 93-20 
82,23) 78. 29176.54 | 78.98] 76.30 






76.32 
72673 
75-46 
76.22 
74-48 
88.64 
82.16 


Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 

Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 

Food, Drink and Tobacco 

Other Manufacturing 

All Manufacturing Groups 

Transport and Communication 

Wholesale and Retail Trade 

' Public Authority (n.e@oi.w ) and 
Community and Business Services 

Amusement, Hotels, Personal Service, etc. 

All Industry Groups (bd) 













84.04 
75.82 
8.34 


82.04] 79-54] 78439| 77.38} 88. 13 
13-6 a 72069| 69085) 79003) 736 Zt 





INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 

Engineering, Metals, Vehicles, etc. 
Textiles, Clothing and Footwear 
Food, Drink and Tobacco 
Other Manufacturing 
All Manufacturing Groups 
Transport and Communication 
Wholesale and Retail Trade 
Public Authority (n.e.i.) and 

Community and Business Services 
Amusement, Hotels, Personal Service, etc. 
All Industry Groups (b) 

a) See paragraph 10, page A. 
building and construction. 


TABLE 10. ~- MINIMUM HOURLY WAGE RATES :; ADULT FEMALES, ALL GROUPS (a) 


100) 





ood 
144.9 
150.4 
15169 
148.4 
176.6 
TOs | 


144.9] 145.8 
147.0] 143.6 
152.41145.2 
147 .4| 144.4 


156.0 15 e2en 


167-5 
teslent 
156.1 


15S 5i| tise 2 

144.8] 139.2 

153.7] 149-3, 
STC and quarrying; 


b) Excludes rural; and 


Weighted Broresy minimum hourly rates peau and OS sett bl of Bora rates. 





December 1951 42.92 

1963 67.28 

1964 71.43 

1965 {3633 

1966 March 73-40 

June (ioe) 

September T7217 

December ilo 
TEES SLi See 

INDEX NUMBERS 
(Base : Weighted Average Hourly Wage Rate, Australia, 1954 = 100) 

December 1951 | rT 80.9 | 85.3 |. Oa ae 85.6 

1963 134.1 

1964 142.4 

1965 1A Gni2 

1966 March 146.3 

June 146.8 

September 153.8 

December 154. 1 

1967 March 156-6 1 

a) See paragraph 10, page 4. Excludes rural; eae and SITES - 


and construction. 
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IIT. BASIC WAGE RATES 


For information about the definition and history of the basic wage in 
Australia reference should be made to the annual Labour Report. For tables showing 
Commonwealth and State basic wage rates over a long period of years see the Appendix 
to Labour Report No. 51, 1964. 


COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES 


SPECIAL NOTE. The latest rates shown in this section of the bulletin applied before 
the decision of the Commonwealth Conciliation and Arbitration Commission in June 1967 
to eliminate basic wages and margins from its awards and to introduce total wages to 
operate from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing on or after 1 July 1967. 
Total wages for adult males and adult females were to be increased by $1 a week from 


the same date. 


TABLE 11. —- COMMONWEALTH BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES (d) 






Date Operative (a) | Sydney |Melbourne} Brisbane | Adelaide | Perth | Hobart ee 

en ee eee ee | __| Capitals 
ADULT MALES ($) 

1951 November 20.70 19.90 18.50 49.50 19.70 19.90 20.00 
1952 November 237 (0 22.80 21-60 22.90 22.80 23.00 2310 
1953 August (b) 24 » 30 One 21.80 23.10 23.60 24.20 23.60 
1956 June (c) 25.30 24.50 22.80 24.10 24.60 25.20 24.60 
1957 15 May (c) 26.30 25.50 23500 PSO 25 60 26. 20 25.60 
1958 21 May (c) 26.80 26.00 24.30 25.00 26.10 26.70 26.10 
1959 11 June (c) 28.30 27.50 25.80 27.10 27.60 28 . 20 27.60 
1961 7 July (c) 29.50 28.70 27 .00 28.30 28 . 80 29.40 28.80 
1964 19 June (c) B10 30.70 29.00 30.30 30.80 Bee, 30.80 
1966 11 July (c)(a) | 33.50 Bie 10 31.00 32.30 32.80 Bae40 32.80 

ADULT FEMALES ($) 

1951 November 14.60 14.90 15 OO 
1952 November digests Tikes hie © 
1953 August 17.30 aneia al) ioe 
1956 June 18505 18.90 18.45 
1957 15 June 18.80 19.65 19.20 
1958 21 May 19.20 20200 19.55 
1959 11 June 20.30 2aloalS 20.70 
1961 7 July PALS 22205 21560 
1964 19 June 22.40 235) 23.10 
1966 11 July 24.20 25.05 24.60 


a) Rates are operative from the beginning of the first pay-period commencing in the 


month shown or commencing on or after the date shown. (b) Automatic quarterly 
adjustments in accordance with variations in retail price index numbers discontinued. 
(c) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. (d) See SPECIAL NOTE above. 


STATE BASIC WAGES 


Soe SPECIAL NOTE under Commonwealth Basic Wages abovee Subsequent to the 
increases in Commonwealth awards, State award wages were also increased as follows: 


New South Wales. Award rates of wages and salaries for adult males and adult 
females were increased by the addition of a fixed loading of $1 per week described as 
"July 1967 economic loading" to take effect from the beginning of the first pay- 
period to commence on or after 1 July 1967. 

Victoria. Wage rates for adult males and females in most Wages Boards 
determinations were increased by $1 per week from 1 July 1967. 


Queensland. 


Award rates of pay for both adult males and adult females were 


increased by $1 per week to opera 


South Australia. 


te from 3 July 1967. 


The "Living Wages" for both adult males and adult females were 


increased by $1 per week to operate from 3 July 1967. 








Wore 
State Basic Wages - continued 


Western Australia. The decision of the Industrial Commission was that the 
minimum weekly wage payable to adult male workers under certain awards be increased 
from $36.55 to $37.55; "that the wage rates for adult workers not in receipt of the 
‘minimum wage' be increased by 60 cents per week; and that other wage rates be adjusted 
as if the basic wage for males and the basic wage for females had been increased by 
that amount." These increases were declared to operate from the beginning of the 
first pay-period commencing on or after 1 July 1967. 


Tasmania. The chairman of Tasmanian Wages Boards announced on 4 July that a 
$4 per week increase in basic wage rates for adult males and adult females would be 
incorporated in Wages Boards determinations beginning in July 1967. 


TABLE 12. - STATE BASIC WAGES : WEEKLY RATES (f) ($) 


ce ae | 
| Males | Females | 


S BASIC WAGE - SYDNEY RATES 















‘Adult — 


Date Operative (a) Date Operative (a) Paanice 


NEW SOUTH WALE 





















































1953 August b 24.30 1963 February 22.60 
1955 November (c) 25.30 May 22.65 
1956 November 27.40 August 22a(5 
1957 November 27.00 November Ceoto 
1958 November PASO 1964 February 225 
4959 November 21.90 May 22.90 
1960 November 29.40 19 June (a) 23.60 
1961 November 30.10 1966 11 July fe) 2510 
1962 November Belin Ore OO a Ce) Oia) yee eee 

VICTORIAN BASIC WAGE - MELBOURNE RATES 
1954 November 23640 1961 July/August (d 2A 50 
1955 November 24.60 1964 June/July (4) 23.00 
1956 August (b) 26.30 1966 11 July 24.50 
1959 June/Jul eel 2190 


QUEENSLAND BASIC WAGE - BRISBANE RATES 
























1956 29 October 24.10 16525 1965 29 March e Zoaeco 
1957 29 July 24.10 20 September(e) 23.55 
1958 27 October 25.60 1966 23 May e 2AS 
1959 26 October 26.70 4967 10 April (e)(f) 24.90 
1960 31 October 27.60 





1961 29 May (e) 28.40 


1963 6 May (e) 28.60 
1964 7 December(e) ___|_ 30.60 | 22 ee ee ee 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN BASIC WAGE — ADELAIDE RATES 
NOTE. Between 1950 and 1966 the rate | | 

| Commonwealth basic wage rates for Adelaide 


19673 Juty (2) | 33-30_|_25.20_ | 
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BASIC 
1956 29 October ~—~—*(| 26052 | 17.23 






















see previous table). 















WAGE - METROPOLITAN RATES 
1965 26 April —~—~—*«(| + «231047 «| ~=23-60 
























. 1957 28 October eh Pie 26 July BAe 23,84 
1958 27 October PR eSe 16 November 31.96 23.97 
"4959 26 October 2015 1966 25 January Beno 24.28 






22505 24-49 
33.26 24.95 
33.50 25215 


1960 24 October 
1961 30 October 
1963 29 July 


29.46 
29.88 
30.15 


2 May 
2 August 
24 October (f) 




















1964 26 October ss 3 oe eo ee 
' TASMANIAN BASIC WAGE - HOBART RATES 
1956 February (c 135.90 | 19-42 11961 July 22,05 
May 26.80 1964 19 June ) ZS DS 
August (b) Ze 20 1966 11 July ) 25.05 
1959 Jul d 28.20 6 26.05 _ 


a) See footnote (a) to Table 11. (b) Automatic adjustments discontinued. 

(c) Automatic adjustments re-introduced. (da) Commonwealth basic wage rates adopted. 

(e) Rates declared subsequent to an inquiry. (f) See SPECIAL NOTE under 
Commonwealth Basic Wages, and text above. 
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III. AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 


The figures in this section are derived from particulars of employment and 
of wages and salaries recorded on Pay-roll Tax returns, from other direct collections 
and from estimates of the unrecorded balance. The figures relate to civilians only. 


Particulars of wages and salaries paid are not available for males and 
females separately from the sources mentioned above; average weekly earnings have 
therefore been calculated in terms of male units, i.e. total male employees plus 55 
per cent of female employees. This proportion is derived from the estimated ratio of 
female to male earnings in Australia. As it was not possible to estimate the ratio 
of female to male earnings in the several States the same ratio has been used in each 
State. Because the actual ratio may vary between States precise comparisons between 
average earnings in different States cannot be made on the basis of the figures shown. 


For a number of reasons average weekly earnings per employed male unit 
cannot be compared with the minimum weekly wage rates shown in Tables 1-4. The 
figures in Tables 1-4 are weighted average minimum (award) rates payable to adult male 
wage earners in non-rural industry for a full week's work, at the end of each month or 
year. Those in Table 13 represent actual average weekly earnings for all wage 
earmers and salaried employees (whether adult or junior, full-time or part-time, 
casual, etc.) and are quarterly or annual averages. 


Figures relating to periods earlier than those shown below can be found in 
the November 1966 issue of this bulletin. 


TABLE 13. - AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS PER EMPLOYED MALE UNIT (a) 


($) 

1955-56 36.70 

1957-58 39350 

1958~59 40.70 

1959-60 43.90 

1960-61 46.00 

1961-62 47.20 

1962-63 48.40 

1963-64 50.90 

1964-65 54.60 

1965-66 57.00 

1964 June Quarter 52.19 
September " 53-50 
December : Dieew 

1965 March us Deve 
June 55.80 
September " 56.80 
December " 59.00 

1966 March " 54.60 
June Ay BYES IAe 
September " 60.00 
December " 62.30 

1967 March " O30 





(a) Includes, in addition to wages at award rates, earnings of salaried employees, 
overtime earnings, over-award and bonus payments, payments made in advance or 
retrospectively during the period specified, etc. See explanatory notes above. 

(b) Includes the Australian Capital Territory. (c) Includes the Northem Territory. 


NOTE. Quarterly figures are affected by seasonal influences. Comparisons as to 
trend are generally best made by relating complete years or corresponding 
periods of incomplete years. However, from December quarter 1963, comparisons 
with corresponding quarters of earlier years are affected by additional 
prepayments arising from extensions of annual leave from two to three weeks. 


Seasonally adjusted indexes of average earnings are shown in Table 14. 
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TABLE 14. - INDEXES OF AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS (a) : AUSTRALIA 
(Base of each Index : Year 1953-54 = 100) 


Seasonally Adjusted 


All | Manufacturing All anueactubine 
Industries fe) Period Industries (e 
b | db | 





Period 
1955-56 ieee 1961 March Qtr Ade 142.4 
1956-57 June " 141.7 140.2 
1957-58 Spite 140.9 
1958-59 Dec. : 142.8 
eee! 1962 March Qtr 144.4 
1960-61 June . elas! 
1961-62 Sept. " 146.4 
1962-63 Dec." 146.3 
1963-64 , 
963 March Qtr 149.3 
1964-65 Juno. 148.8 
1965-66 Sept. oiterd. 
1956 Sept. Qtr Dec. 152.8 
Dec. is 1964 March Qtr 156.9 
June " 158.2 
V1 cn eee Sept. " 165ie5 
ae Dec." 164.2 
Sept. 
Dec. +" 1965 March Qtr 168.4 
June 17Oe4 
1958 March ue Sept. " Ghee 
June nee ., 172.3 
SED tse. i ° 
Dec. 7 1966 March Qtr Bale 
June " hel oe 
1 959 naa sls Sept P " 180. 8 
une” Dec. '" 182.2 
pept. 
Dec. y 1967 March Qtr 185.0 
1960 March Qtr 
June " 
Sept. ” 
Dec. v 









(a) See explanatory notes on previous page. (b) Average earnings per employed male 
unit. Based on Pay-roll Tax returns and other data. (c) The index for manufacturing 
industries for the years 1955-56 to 1965-66 is based on the average earnings of male 
wage and salary earners employed in factories as disclosed by annual Factory Censuses. 
The figures for periods subsequent to June 1966 are interim estimates based on Pay—roll 
Tax returns and are subject to revision when the Factory Census for 1966-67 is 
tabulated. 


NOTE. 1. The index numbers for "All Industries" and "Manufacturing" show the movement 
in average earnings for each group over a period of time. However, they do 
not give, at any point of time, a comparison of actual earnings in the two 
groups. 


2. There has been no change in the basis of seasonal adjustment of these series. 
They have not yet been adjusted by the programs used for other Bureau series, 
as described in "Seasonally Adjusted Indicators 1967", issued on 18 July 1967. 
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IV. SURVEYS OF WEEKLY EARNINGS AND HOURS 


General - Since 1960 a number of statistical surveys of wages and hours of work in 
Australia have been conducted. Each of these surveys is listed below and reference 
made to the publications containing detailed results. 


Survey of Wage Rates and Earnings, September 1960 - This survey, relating to the last 


pay~period in September 1960, obtained information as to marginal rates of wage and 
actual weekly earnings of full-time adult male employees in private employment. For 
results of this survey see Labour Report No. 50, pages 80-83. 


Survey of Weekly Earnings, October 1961 - This survey related to the last pay-period 


in October 1961 and provided information about the distribution of actual weekly 
earnings of full-time adult males in private employment. Results of this survey 
were published in Labour Report No. 50, pages 83-86. 


Surveys of Weekly Earnings and Hours, October - 1962, 1963 and 1964 - These surveys, 
conducted for the last pay-period in October, obtained, separately by industry groups 
and by States, figures of average weekly earnings, average weekly hours paid for, and 
average hourly earnings, for adult and junior males and females in private employment. 
Results of these Surveys showing comparisons with a similar survey conducted in 
October 1966 were published in statistical bulletin, Survey of Weekly Earnings and 
Hours, October 1966. 


Survey of Weekly Earnings, October 1965 - A survey of weekly earnings of male 


employees was conducted for the last pay-period in October 1965. The survey was 
conducted by means of a sample of private employers Subject to pay-roll tax; a 
complete coverage of Commonwealth and State government departments and semi- 
government authorities; and a sample of Local government authorities. It related 
to certain specified industry groups only. 


The object of the survey was to obtain estimates of the numbers and 
proportions of full-time adult male employees in various weekly earnings groups 
and a dissection of total weekly earnings paid to full-time adult males into - 
(i) overtime earnings; (ii) ordinary time earnings at "award, etc. rates"; 
and (iii) ordinary time earnings in excess of those at "award, etc. rates" 
(divided into (a) payment by measured result, and (b) other). The Survey also 
provided figures of average weekly earnings for full-time adult male and junior 
male employees. Separate details were obtained for - (a) Managerial, executive, 
professional and higher supervisory staff, and (b) other full-time male employees. 
For detailed results of this survey see S.B. 391, survey of Weekly Earnings, 
October 1965. 


Survey of Weekly Earnings and Hours, October 1966 - This survey related to the last 


pay~period in October 1966 and obtained figures of average weekly earnings, average 
weekly hours paid for, and average hourly earnings for adult and junior males and 
females in private employment, separately by industry groups and by States. In 
addition, also obtained were details of average weekly overtime earnings and over- 
time hours for full-time male and female employees in private employment (other 
than managerial etc. staff). The Survey was conducted from a stratified random 
Sample of private employers subject to pay-roll tax excluding those in rural 
industry and in private domestic service. 


The following table gives a summary of some of the results of this 
survey for full-time employees (other than managerial etc. staff). For more 
detailed results, particulars of coverage and defintions of terms used see 
Statistical bulletin, Survey of Weekly Earnings and Hours, October 1966. This 
publication also shows comparisons with the results of the 1962, 1963 and 1964 


surveys. 











Tasmania 


60.10 








For footnotes see following page. 





p es ($) 
Industry Group | Junior | hault Junior | “Adult Junior “Adult l Junior || Adult | Junior} Adult | Junior 
ee | Males | Males [Females|Females|| Males | Males |Females|Females|| Males | Males |Females|Females 
INDUSTRY GROUPS - AUSTRALIA (c) 

Manufacturing -— | ! | | 
Extracting, refining and founding of metals | 62.80 | 35.80 R6cAC miners © 44.3 AV e5 | 39.8 | 39.8 1.42 0.86 0292) 15 O270 
Engineering and metalworking 61.60. | 29.60) |) 34.009 1232.60 44.2 41.5 | 39.7 | 39.7 || 1.39 0.71 0.86 | 0.60 
Ships, vehicles, parts and accessories 60.50 | 28.40 | 35.90 | 25.20 A2 .6 Adres | 2Ou2 soot Melisa 0.69 0.92 | 0.65 

Founding, Engineering, Vehicles, etc. 61.50 | 30.20 | 34.40 | 24.40 43.8 41.4 | 39.6 | 39.6 a4) 0.73 @287 |) 0262 
Textiles, clothing and footwear Shree 8, 29550 Berar Ae, 21.10 42.9 yas | 39.3 | Bic esl Oia 0.86 | Ono4 
Food, drink and tobacco 58.00 | 30.10 | 33.90 | 22.70 AES 41.4 B95 29 oe leo 4 Olares' 0.86 Osos! 
Paper, printing, bookbinding and | | 

photography 66.60 | 29.30 | 36.50 | 24.410 AZ 41.0 | 397 | 39.7 leno Ona 0.92 |; 0.61 
Chemicals, dyes, explosives, paints; | 
non-mineral oils 63800 ls oee30 ee g0 1 con (0 Ane 39.9 | 39.0 39.0 1.49 0.84 0.93 0.66 
Other 58.50 | 27-80 | 34.10 | 23.60 AZo 40.8 | 39.4 38.9 tod. 0.68 O67 0.61 
Manufacturing Groups 60.70 29.70 34.30 22.00 NE VaS 41.2 39.4 BES. 1.40 OF fe Ooi 02560 = 

Non-Manufacturing - x 
Mining and quarrying 76.10 | 35.50 | 42.60 | 28.30 42.9 A150 aoe 39.5 set tl 0.87 5 a Of4 
Building and construction 67.90 | 29.90 | 39.70 | 25.30 AnD Aled 38.6 38.4 lee Gere 03 0.66 
Transport and storage 67.60 | 31.40 | 38.30 | 26.40 46.4 NER OS ee 39.0 Ae46 Onis 0.98 0.68 
Finance and property 64.30 | 31.90 | 38.90 | 26.30 38.7 Bose B30 3604 1.66 0.83 aO5 0.69 
Wholesale trade, primary produce dealing, | 

etc. 57.30 | 28.30 | 37-30 | 24.10 41.3 AOez 306 | 38.9 ee O70 0.96 0.62 
Retail trade BAR BO Zon D0 Hise eco eee AL o3 40.7 39.4 39.9 leon 0.65 0.89 0255 
Other industries (4) 58.50 | 30.50 | 36.70 | 24.00 41.6 B9ec B9o4 38.2 40 0.78 0.94 0.64 

Non-manufacturing Groups 61.90 | 29.10 | 36.80 | 23.90 42.4 AO. 39.0 39.0 1.46 @f2 0.94 0.61 

All Industry Groups (e) 62520 ae Eas eos Be 43-0 a 39.2 39 4 1.42 0.72 0.90 0.60 

ALL INDUSTRY GROUPS (e) - STATES 

New South Wales 61.90 | 30.30 36.20 | 24.20 
Victoria 62.10 | 29.70 | 35.10 | 24.90 
Queensland 59.50 | 28.70 | 33.90 | 21.70 
South Australia 56.00 OT Oana oe 10 22.30 
Western Australia 6040 Mp2 tO nico etO miei c to 
33° ie “eee O00 
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Footnotes to Table 15 on page 17. 


(a) Last pay-period in October 1966. (b) Private employees only. Full-time 
employees are those who ordinarily work 30 hours or more a week. Adults include 
employees under 21 years of age paid at the adult rate for their occupation. 

(c) Excludes Northern Territory and Australian Capital Territory. (ad) Includes 

Community and business services; Amusement, hotels, cafes, personal service, etc.; 

Electricity, gas, water and sanitary services; and Forestry, fishing and trapping. 
e ) Excludes Rural industry, and Private domestic service. 


Ke M. ARCHER 
COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 





COMMONWEALTH BUREAU OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 


CANBERRA, A.C.T. 18 AUGUST 1967 
NOTE. 


Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 Extension 2055 or, in each State Capital, by telephoning the office 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 





